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Meet the most apologized-to family in the country.  
Maybe the world.

scurran
Typewritten Text

scurran
Typewritten Text

scurran
Typewritten Text

scurran
Typewritten Text

scurran
Typewritten Text

scurran
Typewritten Text
	

scurran
Typewritten Text
  

scurran
Typewritten Text
  



Is saying “sorry” enough?
Can a word fix past atrocities and
heal victims’ pain, or is talk cheap?  

In 1988, Mitch Miyagawa’s Japanese-Canadian family received 
an apology from Prime Minister Brian Mulroney for the 
internment of Japanese Canadians during WWII.

Mitch’s stepmother Etheline was a young victim of residential 
schools for Aboriginal children. His stepfather, Harvey, is 
the son of Chinese immigrants who were burdened with a 
racist head tax. Both also received official apologies from the 
Canadian government.

Mitch has the most apologized-to family in the country—
maybe the world. But what do these apologies mean, to his 
parents, his young children and to his country?

Motivated by a desire to pass down the family story to his 
young children, Mitch travels across Canada and revisits those 
painful pasts—from old residential schools to the fields of 
southern Alberta. He sees how his parents, stepparents and others have  
each chosen different paths: to ignore, to forgive, or to remain bitter.

Along the way, he discovers a worldwide wave of official government apologies,  
and delves into Canada’s latest attempts at reconciliation for other past wrongs.  

A wry, honest and emotionally powerful film, A Sorry State investigates how we 
deal with past government-perpetrated trauma, explores our sense of nationhood 
and identity and witnesses the different ways we pass this dark legacy down to future 
generations. 
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